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The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta
Secretery

U.S. Department of Trahsportation
400 Seventh Street, SW'.
Washington, DC 20590 °

Dear Secretary Mineta: [
i

hmitted to the National Highway and
stion a petition for an exemption

iring separate fuel economy

ed passenger cars (known as the

is intended to encourage -

es and employ U.S. workers.

“fleet-split” requiremes

. This statutorily created exemptio
international manuf

mers to produce cars in the United St:

As s result of N¥
that Nigsan vehicles, in }udmg the Sentra, mamtﬁctured in
vehicles for the purposs of calculating fuel economy after 20D5. Due to the fleet-split

i i g ispan having to pay C.A.F.E.
g any’s reputation for producing fuel
efficient vehicles and wiould raise prices, both of which would cause lost sales.

Nissan has few dpti

vehicles assembled in Mexico, which would reduce jobs at

could reduce U8, prod uon of passenger cars, including th Nulan Altimas, whxch soon will be
made in Mississippi. is would result in fower jobs for Migsissippians. As1am sure you agree,
neither option is acceptible for workers in Mississippi or thejtest of the United States

Indeed, I am infgrmed that the C.A F.E. statute requites that you grant the exemption
uniess you find that it ! i
States. Nissan seeks thy
manufacturing end ey 'oymant and can instead continue indreasing U.S. production. Iam

4 i not reduce motor vebicle

employment in the United States, especially in my home state. The exemption will allow Nissan
1o maintain current levels of domestic production of passenger o8, including the Altima (soon
to be produced in Canton, Mississippi and cumrently p ed in Smyrna, Tannessee),‘ the
Maxima (produced in §nyma), and the Sentra (using U.S.-npade components in Mexico).
In the past few pears, Nwsmhadbeenrapidlyexp nding its production efforts in the
United States. An exemption from the fleet-split reqmrem gt will allow Nissen to continue its
expansion plans beyond 2005 deapite the NAFTA provisiong, and will facilitate increases in
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domestic production and employment in Mississippi and the United States. Most importantly,
granting Nissan’s petitigh will meet the statutory purpose of the exemption, by increasing U.S.
production of fuel-cfficignt pessenger cars. The fleet-split expmption will bencfit the workers of
my state, which is now of the growing Southern sutomoyve manufacturing corridor.
Accordingly, I enco you to grant Nissan's petition for fleet-split exemption.

1 appreciate yo consideration on this matter.

Sincerely youss, i
’
Trent Lott




